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AN evening which adds five nei

course, likely to bring forth i

ods of the frenzied theatre,
the significance of the presence of
latest crop. Then another drama of
contributions of the playwrights to

The whole of the ffrst act of
other scenes novel and interesting i
wright, was made up of the samo i

success of Denman Thompson. The
the little jealousies of the village wo

outside the narrow circle of their in)
of the hiok play that seems now to t
of the American genius which is des

On the same evening another si

to the local stage in "Just Like a

Street" followed on Wednesday. T1
Married" at the Playhouse.

It would be interesting to knot
these plays that authors are in real!
on them. Or is there a painful lacl
wright? Does he never think of an

better to play safe by sticking close
Americans are known to thrive?

Of course "Main Street" is diffe
along with these plays merely becai
a small community. Does the so-cal
dramatic material of which this coui

It must be kept in mind that the
preference for fun of the rural typ<
is not exhibited in the theatre only
In the music halls, the Chautauqua
entertainments and allied efforts at diversionthere is always the sam<

prejudice in favor of the man or womanwho will perform, perhaps not with
the same perfection, but any approximateskill, tho Chic Sales kind of a

programme. To Imitate the nasal
tone, the uncouth manner and the
awkwardness of the entertainer In the
basement of the Methodist Episcopal
Emanuel Church or reproduce the effortsof the village musician is to And
ttmnut narfect nuccem. This nreiudlee

In favor of tho hick humor is too

firmly established to be a matter of
accident. Tbe Amerlojui audience
loves it.

Recalls Ftntoa* Successes.

Then one need only recall the long
life of "The Old Homestead" and "Way
Down East." They have outlived
nearly all their contemporaries. Mort
to the point Is the persistent vitality
of their own expedients. They arc

tried, as we know. In eveiT rural play
that happens along, and we know that
they are classed as "sure fire" by the
playwrights and the actors. Why the
audiences in American cities should
take such special interest in this type
of play Is not easy to understand.

It is no longer true that so many ol
the city dwellers are tout ono generationfrom tho American small town. A
much larger percentage of the theatregoersin American cities are now
hut one generation, or two at tho most,
from the steamer that brought them
or their forebears horr

It is not easy then to understand
why the exaggerated representation
of rural life should appeal so strongly
to them. But It Is a fact statistics will
* cauiiy JJIUVW umi iuu Aiucncttu incatrepublic dearly lovea the rural play
and rejoices most of all In Its fun.
One reason why the frequent appearanceof this kind of play might

he attributed to the Indolence of tht
dramatists Is the docility with which
In other cases they follow the line
of least resistance. William Hurlbut
wrote "Llllles of the Field," which wa«

acted at the Klaw Theatre the other
night. The play Is a study of the
life In the unclassified circles of societywhich have Interested playwrightsever sines Avery Hopwood
found such enduring prosperity with
"The Gold Diggers." Mr. Hurlbut has
added some amusing characters to the
list of his predecessors.
Perhaps none of these Is more

laughable than the grande dams as 11
were of the gutter who recalls with
such sentimental emotions the generosityof the fathers of the young
men of the day. The play seems to
have been through some such drastic
processes of condensation or change
that It Is certainly not at present
what its author set out to make It
The abrupt ending for Instance Is In
nil probability the result of so much
alteration that the playwright lost all
perspective. But It Is not "Lilies ol
the Field" that la so much a subject
of Interest as Its kind.

Fannie tlnrat'a "Back Far.**
Funny Humt wrote "Back Pay,"

which la to the writer a much more
Interesting essay In the aame field
since It has more sincerity and filled
one act of the four with the chatter
of the gold diggers. Which does not
In this narricular play last Into the
other acts. There are one or two other
drnmas Impending In which the same
materia! is used. It cannot he that
the public Is Just a* much Interested
in this passing manifestation of the
demi-rep as It may be In the characteristictales of rural life.

Is It. then, that the authors are tot
lacking In enterprise to break new
roads? Do they follow the line of leasl
resistance In warming over the familiarmaterial? Are they lacking lr
ambition or Imagination that they are
Mtlsfled to offer the alternation ol
country play and bedroom farce, ol
chorus girl chatter and small towr
ascents to fortune?

It Is always enough to reply thai
giving the public what It wants Is r

business that the managers understandbetter than their critics. Rometimeswe wonder. Certainly the appearanoeof the theatres on thew
autumn nights would not indicate thai
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v plays to the prevailing supply Is, of
ilmost anything. In spite of the methhowever.It is Impossible to overlook
three plays of small town life in the
the demireps came along in the latest
the contemporaneous theatre,
rhank You," which contained in some

>olnts of view on the part of the playjortof fun that brought the enduring
parvanimality of the country vestry,

men, the lack of any knowledge of life
terests.all these are the familiar stu/f
>e the one form of dramatic expression
tined to be with us always,
tandardized play of country life came

King," by John Hunter Booth. "Main
ten there is already "Wait Till We're

v If the public demanded so many of
ty justified in expending so much time
t of inventiveness in the native playvother field? Or does he consider it
to the kind of dramatic fare on which

irent in spirit and Is to be considered
ise it happens to treat of existence in
led rural play represent In reality the
atry most approves?

taste of the public corresponded altogetherto the play the managers offeredthem.
Concerning Peter Grimm.

The current performance of "The
Return of Peter Grimm" at the
Belasco Theatre represents the art of
the theatre in such fine estate that
the representation stands in a peculiar
relation to the rest of the plays to be
seen just now. One could almost, as
it were, draw a line of division betweenthem, such a line indeed as put
Mr. Belasco's production in a place of
its own and left the rest of the plays
somewhere else.

It may not be that their performanceis necessarily Inferior or any less
lllustrativo of the newest and best In
stage art. Wherever "The Return of
i-oier virirnm" migni oe it would certainlybe altogether different from
anything else in the contemporaneous
theatre.

It is not alono in the apparitions of
Mr. Warflcld in tho second and third
acts that the extreme skill of Mr.

\ Bclasco in mechanics is shewn.
There could be nothing truer .nor

! lovelier than the atmosphere of the
s gardener's home In the first act. The
, picture is built up with the meticulous
beauty of a Dutch interior of the sev'enteenth century. Every stroke is care'fully paid in its place, but in tho per:feet sense of homo and loveliness of
life that results there are no traces of
the craftsman.
The result Is most exquisitely re1vealed. but the workmanship which

created Its qualities H nowhere visible
This Is In reality the art that conceal;
art; in other words tho perfect art of
which Mr. Belasco Is the supreme
master In our theatre.

; Did You Hear
i
That Mr. Ziegfeld Believe

That Miss Barrymore H
miss .Lawrence w

'

Br LVCIEB CLBTCI.
1 "J « LORENZ ZIEGFELD, Jr.. bad
M Just com© back from Boston to

report that the road tour of
, the -Ponies" opened there with the

largest receipts the company had ever
drawn when he stopped talking about
that Incident long enough to discuss
the Important question of theatre
prices. The "Follies" are less expenislve on the road than they wore here
and the forthcoming "Frolic" will bo
accessible at a lower rate than ever
before.

( "The reduction of theatre prlcos
had to come," Mr. Zlegfeld said to the
reporter of Tux New York Herald, "in
spite of the raise of the schedule of the
'Follies' this summer to IB. I could
not put a $250,000 in a small theatre
liko the Globe and not lose money.
When it came to sending this National
Institution on the road, I felt it a duty
to show my loyalty to the public by
reducing the prices, since I have had
such generous support during the flfIteen years I have sent tho 'Follies'
through the country.
"The result of this will be a season

without a cent of profit to me. So
great Is the cost of transportation and
costuming, so advanced are the sal-
tii ins ut at'iuri) una aiUHiciiins, inat i

shall have no possible margin of profit.
Hut I had contracted to send the 'Follies'to cartaln cities and I am already
assured a sold out house for every
night in every city they visit The In;crease in the coat of the 'Follies' has
during the years been enormous. The
official books show that the first year
the cost was about $25,000, while this
season It took $224,798 to prepare the
show. Such nn Investment Is, of
course, hazardous in hard times.

' "I knew the reduction of prices had
to come. I know too that the public
Is not fickle and will patronize the
'Follies' rather than any of the numer1ous revie'rs which imitate mine wlth'out approaching it. 1 believe that the

\ tax should be five Instead of ten per
cent. I also know that too many ac'tors are receiving salaries out of all
proportion to their abilities."

Miss Barrymore's Hew Role.
V hen Ethel Barrymore needs a successorto Zoo Aklns's Immensely succss1ful "Deelassec," which Is repeating on

the road again this season all its first
triumphs, rbs will act in a new play by
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rill Play Tragedy?
AI1c« Duei Miller. Tt Is founded on
"Manslaughter," which has Just ap- TZ
peered serially.

in this play Miss Barryrnore will act I
the part of a wilful and headstrong
daughter ot a parvenu, who Is withal
noble in nature and good In heart. She
kills while speeding her car on a Long
Island road a traillc cop whom she had
previously tried to bribe. Of course the
District Attorney who brings about her
conviction Is the same one she had previouslyloved and flouted. But two years
cf imprisonment on the charge of manslaughterwork a change in her character.She is even worthy to marry the
all but disheartened District Attorney
when she Is Tree after her prison term.

Traced y for Miss Lawrence.

The mediteval Spanish tragedy which
Sam Harris has accepted from William
Archer will not after all be produced
until after Christmas. Mr. Archer Is
anxious to be here for the first performanceand Mr. Harris Is Just as anxious
to have him here. Hence the postponement.Tobably Mr. Harris feels moreoverth t Just at the mlnuto he has successesenough on his hands.

In tho meantime Miss Margaret Lawrence,who will make her first appearinnre nn n tragedienne in this drama of
the Velasquez period in Spain, will be
seen In another of Mr. Harrle's enterprises.It eta a surprise to Mr. Archer
to have M1m Lawrence selected for tho ___

role In his serious play as he had known
her only as i cemedlenne. sny
"But you have the face of a corned!- abli

nno." the playwright protested gallant- sak
ly. "Think of an actress playing trag- cer!
dy with a pretty, retrousse noes like "

yours t Is aucb a thing possible, a trag- fori
edlenne with a retrousse, piquant nose, wh<
blond hair and blue eyes?" j mu<
"Some of the very wickedest women Is

I know," Mies Lawrence answered ac- the:
cording to the fable, "have turned up tna
noses, blue eyes and blond curls and dell
look as If butter would not melt In their and
mouths." be

At this overwhelming proof of his trsl
mistake, Mr. Archor withdrew all objec- iov<

tlons to this new style of tragedienne. tasl
pie

Havsge Rises to Point of Order. (
" 'What's all the shootln' for?' may I «

beg In the words of George M. Cohan."
asks Henry W. Ravage. "In the cast of
'The Merry Widow' there are six Amer- H.
lean singers, which makes the proportion yhs
about CO per rent, flo the native artist p.(in
is well represented. I would gladly have fHl
them all Amerlcma, but that does seem <

a somewhat difficult matter to arrange.
"One of the troubles with the average )ay

young American singer Is that ho or the
she.It can as readily be one as the *22
other.wants a targe salary before the goe
singer has learned the least thing about wee
stags technique. I am willing to pay "
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price neoeasary to get the beat avail'
e talent But not only for tny owr
e but for my public, I muat expect i
tain amount of aklll.
It muat Inevitably follow that th(
elan alnger haa a aurer technique
n they have a period of training a<

eh longer than our Americana. I
Imposaible to have training whcr
re are aalarlei to be paid the same

t finished artists receive. But I an

Ighted to engage American artlati
pay them whatever aalary they maj
worth so long aa I am getting «
Ined artist. Aa a matter of fact,
b nothing better than the pleaaan
k of engaging my own country peo
and pay them large aalarlea."

Irving Berlin's Fixed Charges,
rouldn't It Jar the old time theatr<
nager to read thla repc-t from San
Harris of how much It coats to rur

» Music Box Review? Mr. Itarrli
ped theae figures ta the reporter foi
k N'gw Vobk Hcitalp:
The production cost $200,000. Th<
irl number alone represtnta an out
of $25,000. The cost of operating
production and theatre average*

.000 weekly. Of this amount $16,00<
a for aalarlea to the company. The
ikly bill for mualcians la $2,000.
Backataga there are aovonty-flvi
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stagehands whose weekly salaries ant'
i gregate 12,200. The balance of f2,20(
i la spent and paid for advertising, printingtickets, lighting. In salartea for th«
i house manager and hla assistants, th«
t treasurers, ushers, rent room attendants
> cleaners, porters, Ac."
t la It to be wondered at, then, that
> speculators are getting 98 a ticket foi
b this high priced performanoe?
1
i Plnyera Dfsmatlit.
r
t When little Margoto Olllmore .mad<
I such a great success tn "The Famoui
' Mm. Fair" there were dire predlctloni

that some manager would make her <
star and thereby ruin her chance of anj
artlstlo progress. The worst has hap
penetf Ocorge C. Tyler hae engage!

? Miss Olllmore to be the star of Eugeni
i O'Neill's forthcoming "The Straw." Bu
, In order to put all the wiseacres to con

fusion Mine Olllmore has exacted fron
' Mr. Taylor that she shall In no way ant

at no time he referred to as the star ©
the play. One head still seems t© b<

'
on straight

i Harry Davenport who gives such »

> beautifully human and lifelike perform
i ance of the clergyman In "Thank You,'

Is Just now celebrating his fiftieth annl
i versary on the stags. Hla acting ongh

b, ibil.
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to offer some sort of proof to the unconvincedthat good art wu« always
the Game, whether It came In the earliest
>almy days or In the later A. M. Palmer
(lays. Mr. Davenport was born to the
theatre purple. He Is a son of the late
E. I* Davenport and a younger brother
of the late Fanny Davenport, to name
only tho most Illustrious of this stage
family. Mr. Davenport Is the husband
of Phyllis Rankin, a daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. McKee Rankin. He and
his wife acted In the first production of
"The Bells of New York." He was young
Bronaon and she Mile. Fiti

Tom Cashing, who has. along with
Blaaco rbanes and Winchell Smith, put
tw6 successful plays to his credit this
season, will have a third trial later In
tho year, when David Bolasco will produceone of his dramas. Mr. Cushlng,
who Is a graduate of Tale, studied his
present profession during his years of
activity as a teacher In the Westminster
School at Slmsbury. Pedagogues are Invadingthe theatre. Charlton Andrews,
when he translated French plays ftrst
was a teacher of languages In Brooklyn.
His first original effort was "Ladles'
Night." He was also engaged to convert
Aureo o»»oir > iftrco, i nn M^mn w UC
of Bluebeard" Into a bedroom play.

Calendar of t
MO?

GEORGE M. COHAX THEATRE.Ch
lock, supported by Miss Janet Be
don dramatic success, by Clemen
stage appearance since August, 1
The balance of the cast Includei
Waldron.

J GAIETY TnEATRE."The Wrea," a
Mine Helen Hayes In the leading

s egemont of Oeorge C. Tyler and A
» group of people In a summer boa

returns to the 'hpeaktng stage" to
ard will have the part of a suece
Flood, 8am Reed. Marlon Abbott (

GARRICK THEATRE.The Theatre
"Ambush," by Arthur Rlchman. I
In Jersey City Because of Its uni

leading part. Is on the stage conl
the pArt of the daughter, and othe

' erlne Proctor and John Craig. Th
» Milton.
1 GREENWICH VILLAGE THEATRR'

son with a double hill, comprised
j Van Dyeh." The first play, wrltte
, Benjamin F. Glaser. will havs as

t lips Tead and Sidney D. Carlyla.
comedy from the French of Andr
will play the part he originated h

J play Holbrook Bllnn's part. It la i

don Lennox. (Both plays staged b;
Piatt

TIMES AQUATIE THEATRE.Oliver
drama, "Love Dreams, by Ann N
Janesen. while Mr. Morosco euppl
adventures of a prima donna. 1

- Orrln Johnson, Tom Powers and N
, tI

Isqs
»..

Singer Heads the
Vaudeville Bill

At the Palace
mA m j |M BArtUal rtf 1

am Aarie nawmiiu m a «»

song and story, Carl Randall ard companyIn dmncea the Four Mortons, Paul
Wnltemon and his Palais Royal band
and Johrt Steel. In a song offering, will
bo another of the multiple-powered bills
promised for the Palace the coming
week. W. G. Fields'* eccentric farce,
"The Fllwertons and Their Family
Ford," will be another act. Others will
be Burns and Freda, Elmer El Cleve and
two surprise features.
The chief acts at other vaudeville

houses follow:
RIVERSIDE.Harry Fox and company,Franklyn Ardell and cmpany.
EIGHTY-FIRST STREET . George

Jessel and company, M^bel Julienne
Hfcott in the- photoplay "No Woman
Knows."
COLONIAL.Hassar Short's "KJlck

Kllck," the Avon Comedy Four.
HAMILTON.Karyl Norman, Arman

Kails and company.
ROYAL..Henry Santrey and his

band. Harry and Anna Seymour.
ALHAMBRA . Harry Carroll and

company, Margaret Young.
FORDHAM.'"Twentieth Century Revue,"Lazar and Dale.
LOEWS STATE.Fay Marbe. Oareth

Hughes In the photoplay "Garments of
Truth."
PROCTOR'S FIFTH AVENUE.

Harry Delf, "Parlor, Bedroom and
Bath."
puorrror-s twenty-third

STREET.Bcaggy and Clause, NeapolitanDuo.
PROCTOR'S FIFTY-EIGHTH

STREET.Mrs. Gene Hughes and company,Burke and Durkln.
PROCTOR'S ONE HUNDRED AND

TWENTY-FIFTH STREET .- PanAmerlcanFour, Walter Fisher and company.
Surprise Programme

For the Winter Garden
Bert Clark and Flavia Arcaro are

among the names announced as acknowledged"teasers" for a surprise bill
to be presented at the Winter Garden.
.Others are Georgia Price, Nonette and
Regal and Moore. The remainder of
the programme will be disclosed at the
opening performance.

At the Shuberts Forty-fourth street
theatre Cecil Lean and Cleo Mayfleld, El
Brendal and Flo Bert will be the featuredplayers.

"Nice People" to Be
Played in Brooklyn

Miss Franclno Larrlmoro will be seen
In "Nice People," a comedy by Rachel

. a - lfnRUul> TKaa#na KacHn.
vruuiera, di uit mviuaun . ...

ring to-morrow night, under the directionof 8&m H. Harris, with the original
New York coat and production brought
from a season's run at the Klaw Theatre,New York. Among those in the
supporting cast are Rod L<a Rocque.
Louise Trussing, Merle Maddern and
Gordon Alexander.
GUda Varesl will appear at Teller's

Shubert next week In Brock Pemberton'sproduction of "Enter Madame,"
the high comedy of operatic life, by
herself and Dolly Byrne, In which she
attained popular success at the Fulton
Theatre last season. Henry Stephensonhas the male lead.

"Irene," the musical comedy record
breaker, remains at the Majestlo Theatre.

Eddie Leonard, Emma Carus and
Ruth Budd will be the hcadllners at the
Orphcum. Others will be "The Love
Race," Miller an.d Capman and El Hey
Slstere and company.
The usual B. F. Keith Sunday concert

of headliners will be given this evening
at the Academy of Music.

Pola Negri In "One Arabian Night"
will be tho photoplay feature at the
Strand.
"Hurty-Burly" will be the burlesque

offering at the Star,

"Merry Widow" Soon
Starts on Long Tour

"The Merry Widow" to-morrow begins
the last two weeks of its New York engagement.and despite Its success at the
Knickerbocker, Henry W. Savage Intendsto keep to his advance promise
ana nona 1110 Douar uptmvw vu »viw/ §

weeks' tour of twenty-five American
cities, while his "International singing
cast" of opera stars Is still Intact.
Both Mme. Lydla Llpkowska and Miss

Dorothy Francis, who have the two principalfeminine roles, have been "loaned"
to Mr. Savage for this season only by the
Chicago Opera Association. Reginald
Tasch, the Dutch tenor who plays the
Prince's role, will probably be seen next
season In leading Wagnerian roles.
Frank Webster, English tenor, will returnto Covent Oarden, London, and
Georges Dufranne to the Opera Comique,Parts.

v

he New Plays
WAY.
arles Dillingham will present Allan Polscher,In "A Bill of Dlvoreemeat," LonioeDane, This will be the star's first
914. Basil Dean staged the production.
* VatKnHna r?nmAll on<l DutrlM

new comedy toy Booth Tarklngton, with
role, will be presented under the manLL. Erlanger. It telle of a certain little
.rdtng house In Maine. George Fnwcett
create an Important part. Leelle Howptlbleartist-lover. Others will be John

and Pauline Arrnltage.
Guild will open Its seaaon. presenting
la scenes are laid In the home of a clerk
usual construction Frank nelcher. In the
Inuously. Mtse Florence Hldrldge plays
rs In the cast are J&ne Whnatley, Kath«production has been staged by Robert

-Arnold Daly's company begins Its seaof"The Children's Tragedy** and "The
n by Carl Schoenherr and translated by
Its players Miss Nedda Harrtgan, PhllThssecond play Is a one act surprise
e Savolr and Pierre Ducrox. Mr. Daly
ere, and William Norrln. comedian, will
adapted from tbo French by Cosmo OorfMr. Daly, with settings by Livingston

Morosco will present the new melody
lchols. The score Is the work of Werner
led the lyrics. The story Is of the love
'he cost Includes MUs Vera Mlchelena,
Has Maude Eburne. >!

The Greatest Sporting Goods
Store in the World

Madison Avenue and 45ih Strut
New York

After
the Game

Now York was never so Jhospwwifh snnrt.
A world series and a jjhunter's moon at the same

time.and the Greatest jSporting Goods Store in [
the World to visit after the
game. I
With the blazed trail \

crossing the boulevard as
the 'ast player is crossing i
the home plate.and as
many ducks on Long Island
Sound as there are fans at
the Polo Grounds.what
more can the sportsman
ask?

After the game he will go
.after the game.

Off to the
Bird Country

Shotguns from the
world's finest gunmakers.
Guns for duck and guns

for grouse.with the correctloads for each.
Gun casts, ammunition cases,

luncheon kit9, game bags, game
calls, sportsmen's flasks.every
item that the hunter needs, for
Northern shooting or Southern
shooting.upland or lowland.

Tweed Clothes Made
asTweeds Should Be ]

For city and countrytrainand steamer.motor
car and shooting.
Women's and men's Fall

topcoats, town suits, riding
and hunting suits.tail«1 1
orea wun a ireeuom ana

smartness which belong
distinctly to tweeds.

Men's tweed town and travel
suits, $45, $50, $60 and up, in the
most varied assortments.knickerbockeror long trouser styles.
with the walking boots, shirts,
scarfs, caps and hats specially
selected to wear with them.

Write far Neva Booklet Sharping Men'*
and Woven'a Fall and Winter.

Outfit»

dbercrombie
& Fitch Co*

EZRA H. FITCH, President

Madison Avenue and 45th Street
New York

"Where the Blazed Trail
Crosses the Botdcvard"

i


